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District to abate $1 million in property taxesto minimize levy

A message to

District families
from your
Superintendent

Winter
Break, our schools
have again been
vibrant with positive
energy from our stu-
dents in the classrooms
and throughout their
extra-curricular activi-
ties. It is great to see
them so engaged with
their peers and their
teachersin thisway.

Ever since

This issue has a page
from the Education
Foundation highlight-
ing their annual fund-
raiser, a Casino Night
and Dinner. The Foun-
dation works very hard
and contributes
greatly to the education
of our students. Please
save the date of Friday,
March 3, to join us at
this event at Tuscany
Falls Banquet and
Events.

Please also read the
article about the sig-
nificant gains in our
student academic
growth. We are very
pleased with the
growth our students
experienced on their
assessments and thank
you for our strong
partnership in educa-
tion.

As always, if you have
any questions, please
call the District Office
at 815-469-5922.

Dr. Maura J. Zinni

GRAND PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL * CHELSEA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL ¢ HICKORY CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL

For the past six years, the Frank-
fort School District 157-C Board of
Education has held the line on the

school district’s tax levy and planst |

to do so again this year.

Using a combination of debt/

service fund abatements from exist-
ing reserves and ongoing cost con-
tainment strategies, the district will
actually be able to ask current tax-
payers for a little less in tax levy
dollars than in 2015, with only
nominal growth in the levy of
about $800,000 related to new
construction that was added to the
tax rollsin 2016.

The Board has maintained a
goal of keeping flat the district’'s
overall levy and only alowing for
new construction growth to provide
tax relief to the community during
these challenging economic times.

This year, the Board directed the
Administration to again review the
district’s debt structure, abatement
options and cost containment
strategies in relation to how the
current, projected equalized as
sessed valuation (EAV) for 2016
might impact the district’'s levy
extension and tax rate. The Board
is pleased to be able to abate (not
collect) from taxpayers $1 million
to ease the tax burden on all.

Board President Gina Briese
stated, “The abatement will allow
the district to maintain high quality
education while keeping the
amount taxpayers contribute to
operating the school district the
same as last year. We are very
pleased with the fiscal responsibil-
ity of this administration and with
the financial stability of the district.”

The Board approved the 2016
tentative tax levy on November
16th and held the public hearing
and final levy approval on Decem-
ber 21st. The tota levy for al tax
capped funds is estimated to be
approximately  $28.040M. When

District 157-C Board of Education (I-r front)
Secretary Edie Adamski, President Gina Briese,
Vice President Dr. Brian Sasso, (I-r back)
Superintendent Dr. Maura Zinni, Board
members Kevin Regas, Tom Reidy,

Edith Lutzand Mike Turner.

factoring in the additional obligated
debt services fund needs of about
$4.138M, and a $1M abatement of
those debt services fund needs from
existing reserves, the total levy re-
guest is expected to be about
$31.178M, compared to $30.355M in
2015. Thisis a 2.7% increase over
the prior year and is related to new
construction growth.

During the past five years the levy
has ranged from $29.225M to
$30.355M and represents only
growth in the overall levy from taxes
generated by new property added to
the tax rolls since 2011.

Existing taxpayers are not being
asked to pay more for the operations
of the school district, they are actu-
ally being asked to pay alittle less.

The district has again received
notice that it has maintained its pres-
tigious “AAA” bond rating from
Standard & Poor’s Rating Services,
showing the ongoing financial
strength and stability of the school
district. Only afew dozen districtsin
[llinois, and approximately 100
school districts in the United States,
have achieved/maintained this exclu-
sive bond rating in 2016. District
157-C has earned the “AAA” bond
rating for the past 13 consecutive
years.

The district’s thoughtful strategic
planning and meticulous financial
records provided Standard & Poor’'s
assurance of their evaluation and con-

\| ) 1 tributed to District 157-C again earn-

ing the top rating with a stable out-
look. The district maintains fund bal-
ance reserves that typically cover six

~ to twelve months of expenditures in

most funds, and it has again been
placed in the financial recognition
category by the lllinois State Board of
Education for its sound finances and
stable accounting practices.

District 157-C Board members
have made a commitment to work
towards keeping the levy stable and
only alowing for new construction
growth. Per Assistant Superintendent
for Finance and Operations, Curt
Saindon, “The Board has sent a clear
message to the administration and the
community over the past six years
that it is prepared to use a combina-
tion of resources and strategies to do
whatever it can to keep the overall tax
levy stable for the benefit of the tax-
payers in this school district. The
school district will abate taxes by us-
ing existing reserves again this year,
S0 it does not have to ask for any more
money than is absolutely necessary.”

The Board and Administration
continue to look for ways to reduce
costs throughout the district without
affecting the quality of educational
programming. Mr. Saindon addition-
aly stated, “We are extremely proud
of the responsible and thoughtful ap-
proach our Board and Administration
have taken toward both financial
management and strategic planning,
and with an “AAA” bond rating and
placement on the State’s Financial
Recognition list, we believe that our
efforts have not gone unnoticed.”
More information about the district’s
financesis at www.fsd157c.org.
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ecent test results for District 157-C
show measurable improvement in student
growth towards the Illinois Learning Stan-
dards when comparing 2015 and 2016 Part-
nership for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) and Terra
Nova scores.

District 157-C uses a balanced assess-
ment process for teaching and learning
which includes the PARCC test, the Terra
Nova test, teacher-created common assess-
ments and day-to-day classroom perform-
ance.

Board President Gina Briese stated,
“The Board of Education is extremely
pleased with this year's PARCC test scores.
It truly reflects the hard work the entire
team has committed to the students of this
district, from teachers to principals to ad-
ministration. We look forward to further
gains with the implementation of new tech-
nology and science standards.”

In the spring of 2015, Illinois studentsin
grades three to eight participated in the new
PARCC state assessment for the first time.
The assessment measures the lllinois
Learning Standards in English Language
Arts (ELA) and Math. The PARCC assess-
ment marked a significant change from the
previous |ISAT assessment.

Students were asked to meet a higher
bar to attain the skills and experiences that
will be demanded in college and careers in
the 21st Century. In every grade in District
157-C on the 2015 and 2016 PARCC
achievement tests, the students performed
above the state average.

In 2016, District 157-C students in
grades three through eight performed in the
top three percent of districts in Illinois for
ELA and the top four percent for Math (not

including Chicago Public Schools.) In addi-
tion, out of all 26 school districts in Will
County, District 157-C had the highest
PARCC scores for ELA and Math combined,
with 63 percent of students meeting or ex-
ceeding goals, while the state average was
just 34 percent.

The PARCC scores for District 157-C for
al students in Math im-
proved 13 points, going
from 46 percent last year
to 59 percent this year,
well above the state av-
erage of 31 percent. In
ELA students improved
nine points, going from
58 percent last year to
67 percent this year,
well above the state av-
erage of 36 percent.

District 157-C’s local

assessment, the Terra

Nova Achievement Test

and InView Ability Test,

showed a 12 point jump

in students reaching their potential in math,

going from 58 percent in 2015 to 70 percent

thisyear. In reading, students had a six point

improvement, going from 63 percent in 2015
to 69 percent in 2016.

Superintendent Dr. Maura J. Zinni stated,
“We are very pleased with the growth our
students experienced on these assessments
and know this only happens as a result of the
strong partnership we share with our parents,
teachers and school leaders. In this age of
accountability, the attention is often placed on
the final score, however, we know there is
much more that goes into educating our chil-
dren than what a test score might reveal. We

will never lose sight of all that goes into
helping our students reach their maximum
potential.”

Since 2010 when the new Math and
ELA standards were adopted, Director of
Curriculum & Instruction Janet McClarence
has been working with the administrators
and teachers to develop and implement a
plan to transition to the higher rigor of the
new lllinois Learning Standards.

Ongoing professional development is
provided to the teachers and staff to support
them in their efforts towards continuous
student growth. Last year the district im-
plemented four new Teacher Leaders.
Working one-on-one directly with the
teachers, they provide invaluable resources
for best practices. This is showing great
success. Teachers are more confident in the
classroom and can ask for support anytime
they need additional information or coach-
ing.

Mrs. McClarence stated, “This job-
embedded professional development on a
daily basis through training by a teacher’s
colleague isinvaluable. | don’'t know if we
would have had this level of student growth
without it. It isreally the hallmark of ahigh
-functioning team. The support of the Dis-
trict Office, the Principal’s vision for each
school and ongoing available support
through co-teaching in a trusted relation-
ship really makes for great results in the
classroom.”

Both the Illinois State Report Card for
District 157-C and the Student Achieve-
ment Data Presentation with overall test
scores, including graphs of the data, can be
found on the “Reporting” tab of the District
157-C website, www.fsd157c.org.




21st Century Continuous L earning Plan implemented

On September 21, the Board of Educa
tion unanimously approved the implemen-
tation of a new 21st Century Continuous
Learning Plan aligned to the five goals of
the District’s previous Strategic Plan. The
goals include Growth/Learning Spaces,
Student Outcomes, Professional Develop-
ment, Financial Stability and Community
Partnerships. The plan takes into account
the feedback from students, staff and par-
ents. It aims to prepare the students with
the skills they will need for success in col-
lege and a career in the 21st Century.

Technology plays amgjor rolein devel-
oping al of the characteristics for 21st
Century classrooms, therefore, computers
must be readily available in the class-
rooms. Following a teacher survey, a com-
prehensive professional development plan
and technology integration plan was devel-
oped. Computers not only give students
the means to conduct online research and
master technology skills, but the added
resource of computers in classrooms also
give teachers the opportunity to enhance
their lessons.

The District is well positioned to build
upon its technology base at thistime. Over
the years, the Board of Education has sup-
ported the District’s technology program
by approving arefresh of the existing com-
puters in each building on a regular ater-
nating cycle so existing computers are up
to date for student use. Also, for the past
several years the Education Foundation
and Family School Partnership (FSP) have
generously raised funds to provide addi-
tional technology items.

The teachers will be trained using a
variety of instructional methods and fol-
lowing different pedagogical approaches

aided with technol- |
ogy. The teachers =
will become facili- ||1 »
tators of Iearningi-I E' 9 |
and support stu- | £ (
dents as they de-
velop critical
thinking  skills,
effective communi-
cation skills, col-
laboration  skills
and adept technol-
ogy skills.

Dr. Zinni de-
scribed a future
learning  environ-
ment where teach-
ers can guide stu-|
dents to go deeper §
to learn, have ac-
cess to more infor- i
mation and be-
come critical
thinkers and writ-
ers. Over time the district plans to provide
one computer for each child in grades 5-8.
She continued, “The key is training the
teachers and continuing their support once
we have the resources to flip their class-
rooms to the 1:1 technology model.”

Hickory Creek Middle School Principal
Will Seidelmann noted that a number of
online programs, many of them free, are
already being used in the classroom. He
stated, “We have a good balance in our
teaching, it is not al computer-based but
has teachers teaching and kids working
independently and collaboratively in
teams. Computers are being used as tools,
not toys, and they capture student engage-
ment while facilitating how we teach.”

Along with the new classroom technol-
ogy, after-school STEM clubs are also
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Hickory Creek teacher Pam Swierczewski uses technology as a tool
while she works with studentsin the classroom.

being offered to students to help prepare
them for what will be demanded of them
once they leave District 157-C.

Dr. Zinni stated, “This plan will become
a living document and we will be able to
monitor how we're doing as we see results
happening.”

Board member Tom Reidy stated, “This
plan holds the Board accountable as well.
At some point down the road tough deci-
sions will have to be made because we are
committing to this plan tonight.” Board
President Gina Briese agreed with Mr.
Reidy, stating “This is a commitment with
the Board for five years that will benefit the
children their whole lives.”

To view the plan in its entirety, please
visit our website, www.fsd157c.org.

Chelsea third grade wax museum featured famous characters

Chelsea Intermediate School third
graders featured a cast of characters
as students dressed up to become
renowned people in history at their
Biography Wax Museum.

Prior to the event, each student
selected a famous person and read
the “Who Is/'Was’ series book about
that person. They then took the infor-
mation they learned to create a two
minute speech about the person they
researched. ,

During the Biography Wax Mu- [/
seum, students dressed in costume to
portray the person they studied and |+
presented their speech to parents and
their peers as their famous character.

As visitors entered the Wax Mu-

Chelsea Wax Museum Characters.

seum in the gymnasium, the students
acting as the wax figures had their
heads down and were very dill.
Once avisitor pushed their “start but-
ton” the student raised his or her head
and began to give their speech.

Some of the characters portrayed
by the students included President
Barrack Obama, Anne Frank, Ben
Franklin, King Tut, Amelia Earhart,
President Abraham Lincoln, Babe
B Ruth, Leonardo DaVinci, Michelle
~ Obama, Jane Goodall, President
George Washington, Elvis Presley,
President Ronald Reagan, Muham-
mad Ali, Walt Disney, Albert Ein-
stein, Michael Jackson, Queen Eliza-
beth, Sacagawea, Paul Revere and
many others.




New National Junior Honor Society at Hickory Creek

H ickory Creek Middle School hosted
its inaugural induction ceremony for Na-
tional Junior Honor Society (NJHS) on
January 25. Because it is the inaugural
year, there will be an additional cere-
mony, this year only, to include sixth
graders in the spring.

A total of 107 Hickory Creek students
in seventh and eighth grade met the crite-
ria to become members. The students
were required to complete an application
and an essay. Being a good student is
only one part of the application process
and having a high grade point average
does not guarantee membership. More
than just an honor roll, NJHS serves to
honor those students who have demon-
strated excellence in the areas of scholar-
ship, service, leadership, character, and
citizenship. A Hickory Creek Middle
School Faculty Council assisted in as-
sessing each applicant’s leadership and
character traits observed in the classroom
setting, as well as in extra-curricular ac-
tivities.

The induction ceremony began with
the National Anthem sung by student
Bridget Polomsky. Following remarks
by Hickory Creek Principal William
Seidelmann and Board of Education
President Gina Briese, there was a candle
lighting ceremony highlighting the five

standards of the NJHS of
scholarship, service, lead-
ership, character and citi-
zenship. The inductees
took a pledge to uphold
these five standards and
were awarded NJHS cer- 5
tificates and pins by the &3
program’s Faculty Advi- i
sors Renée Grady and ™
Stacy Rutovic.

Superintendent  Dr. /f
Maura Zinni stated, “I am
s0 honored to be asked to/§ ——
speak tonight at the first (&
of what | know will be a
long tradition at Hickory
Creek Middle School.
Congratulations students, parents, teachers,
Mr. Seidelmann and all former members of
the National Honor Society who are here
tonight. The students are being honored
because of their excellence in scholarship,
service, leadership, character and citizen-
ship. These characteristics have been asso-
ciated with the organization since its be-
ginning in 1929. This initiation sets you
apart from others and we are very, very
proud of you. Congratulations on becom-
ing members of this great organization and
| look forward to working with you as the
first class.”

Hickory Creek students take the oath to uphold the five standards of the
National Junior Honor Society as they are inducted into the organization.

The Nationa Junior Honor Society was
established to recognize outstanding middle
level students in 1929. Today, it is esti-
mated that more than one million students
participate in official Honor Society activi-
ties. NHS and NJHS chapters are found in
all 50 dtates, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, many U.S. territories, and
Canada. Chapter membership not only rec-
ognizes students for their accomplishments,
but challenges them to develop further
through active involvement in school ac-
tivities and community service.

District 157-C launches successful orchestra program

Chelsea Intermediate School held
its first orchestra concert on January
24. District 157-C implemented the
orchestra program for the fifth grade
beginning this school year. It came
to be as aresult of a very passionate
group of parents who were taking
their children to a Saturday program
to learn to be a part of an orchestra.
These parents decided to propose the
program to the Board of Education.
District 157-C conducted an interest
survey of its parents and the response
was overwhelming in favor of bringing
this program to the students. Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. Maura Zinni, stated,
“There is compelling research that posi-
tively links playing a musical instrument
and academic achievement. We are
thrilled to have so many students inter-
ested in studying a musical instrument.”
The District is planning to bring the or-
chestra program to the middle school

Chelsea | ntermediate School Orchestra.

next year.

Chelsea has 55 fifth grade beginning
string students playing the violin, viola,
cello or string bass under the direction of
Shannon Shanahan with support from As-
sistant Orchestra Director Ben Clark and
Band Director Doug Adams. The students
rehearse Tuesday and Thursday mornings
before school, as well asin one small group
sectional each week. Ms. Shanahan stated,

“This year has been incredibly exciting
as we have launched our new orchestra
program in 157-C. So many people are
behind us, the community, parents and
administrators. We thank you for all
your support.”

The Winter Orchestra Concert con-
sisted of several selections, with a
grand finale of “Whistler's Mother” by
Gregory Kerkorian. Chelsea Principal
Dr. Sharon Paver-Nepote said, “This
has been an amazing journey, from the

first time the students put their bows on
the instruments to sounding absolutely
beautiful. I’m astounded at what they are
learning.”

When asked how she likes being in the
orchestra, viola player Sama Muhsen
stated, “I loveit. Itisagreat experienceto
be able to play an instrument. It is not
something everyone can do. | love playing
with my friends and plan to keep it up at
Hickory Creek next year.”
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FRANKFORT SCHOOL DISTRICT 157-C

MI1SSION

STATEMENT Kindergarten and back-to-school infor mation

The mission of District
157-Cisto prepare all students
to be confident, life-long
|et6_trnersbandhgjrfductlveth . Wewill begin taking appointmentsfor Kindergarten and New Student Registration
O there Fudl e‘;n%'oqgmig]m 0 on February 20, 2017. Please call the District Office at 815-469-5922 for an appointment.
and by providing a quality
educational environment
in partnership with

Kindergarten and New Student Registration will begin sarting February 27, 2017

family and community (Returning Studentsregistration information will be mailed on February 24, 2017)
DATESTO REMEMBER Kindergarten Round-Up February 23, 2017

February 17 1:15—-2:00 p.m., Grand Prairie Elementary School

Teacher | nstitute Day, NO SCHOOL

Eeb’.léaﬂtfzg dav. NO SCHOOL “Kindergarten Here We Come” March 2, April 27, and May 18, 2017
F?;'u:rnysmo ad 1:15-2:00 p.m. and 6:00 — 6:45 p.m., Grand Prairie Elementary School

FSP Family Fitness & Nutrition Kindergarten Round Up and “Kindergarten Here We Come” allow parents and incoming
Night, 5:30-8:00 pm., Grand Prairie Kindergarten students an opportunity to come into Grand Prairie for what might be the first
E%;ﬂgfgn Registration begins, timel Some of our Kipdergarten t_eachers a.n.d.sxaff .members will be available duri ng the
call for appointment, 815-469-5922 presentations. The children experience activities with teachers at each event, while the
March 3 parents hear pertinent information to help them prepare for next year.

F_oundaIion Dinner & Casino Night
K/’Izrocirg' - Midnight, Tuscany Falls Special Encounter Camp at Camp M anitoqua

FSP ﬁf .°Uk”d ”&ee\/ﬁe"?f'd' 5:30-8:00 Camp Manitoqua offers an 'Encounter Camp' for students entering K-8 grades

pm., Flcrory &t August 17, 18 and 21, 2017. This Day Camp also offers optional early and late day care.

'\B"(f;fgolfsEducaﬁ on Mesting, The Camp includes age-appropriate games, adventure, teambuilding and more.

Grand Prairie, 7:00 p.m. This program isan option for parents needing childcare during the few days that
March 27 - April 3 Lincoln-Way East starts school prior to District 157-C’s start on August 23, 2017.
Spring Break, NO SCHOOL Moreinformation will be sent hometo all parents and will also be posted on the

District’ s website, www.fsd157c.org.




Frankfort School District 157-C Education Foundation

T he Frankfort School Dis-
trict 157-C Education Founda
tion will host its 22nd Annual
Fundraiser on March 3.

The Foundation is bringing
the DINNER back to the Dinner
Auction and so much more! Itis
still featuring the evening as a
casual event..grab your jeans
and join the Foundation and Dis-
trict 157-C parents and friends
for an evening filled with FUN.

This event will help raise
funds and inspire a cycle of
growth for the children of Frank-
fort 157-C schools including
Grand Prairie Elementary, Chel-
sea Intermediate and Hickory
Creek Middle Schooal.

This fun-filled event will be
held on Friday, March 3, 7:00
p.m. - 12:00 Midnight, Tuscany
Falls Banquets and Events, 9425
West 191st Street, Mokena.

. Foundation Focus

Volume 16 Issue 1, February 2017

Tuscany Falls Banquets and Events, Mokena, I L

Tickets cost $100 per person,
$200 per couple and $1,000 for
atable of ten. If you purchase a
table, it will be reserved for your
group. PLEASE NOTE: There
will be no walk up tickets this
year due to the new sit down
dinner. Thereis a 4% conven-
ience fee per ticket. Ticket
sales close February 26.

The Foundation will be wel-
coming guests at 7:00 p.m., din-
ner service starts at 7:30 p.m.

with wine service and kicking
off the live auction. Then you
will be hitting the tables at 8:30
p.m. to win BIG!

The event features:
Sit down dinner
Open Bar for the evening
Casino Gaming
Raffles
Live Auction
Premium Basketsto Win

Everyone is welcome from all

* & & 6 oo

From the Foundation President

EDUCATION
FOUNDATION BOARD

President - Gretchen Dust
Co-VicePresdent - Kami Genet

Co-VicePresdent - Carrie Nage
Secretary - Catherine Duncan
Treasurer - Pam Grotke

O ur theme of “Give, Grant,
Grow” means the Education
Foundation giving funds
through grants within District
157-C to grow our children
through educational resources
that will take them from the
classroom and beyond.

Our Education Foundation
Board is comprised of strong
individuals that devote their
time to not only being a tre-
mendous fundraising group but
aso becoming educated and
information gatherers to gain
insight into what our teachers
and administrators are striving
for in their teaching space.

Once again our Annud
Fundraising Auction is upon
us, one of our biggest fundrais-
ing events of the year. We are
proud to announce it is our
22nd year and it will be held on
March 3 at Tuscany Falls in
Mokena.

This is where we need the
support of our community and

beyond. By raising funds for
unique and well-written grants
we can continue to take an active
role in the educational futures our
children of Grand Prairie, Chel-
sea and Hickory Creek.

Throw on your jeans and get
ready for a night that includes
dinner with wine service, open
bar for the evening, casino gam-
ing, raffles, live auction and pre-
mium baskets to win.

We could not do this without
the support and unflagging ef-
forts of our board, teachers, ad-
ministration, community mem-
bers and businesses alike.

Thanks to your generosity, last
year's fundraising events were
very successful and we were

SAVE THE DATE!
22nd Annual Fundraiser
Friday, March 3, 2017
7:00PM - 12:00 Midnight
Tuscany Falls
Banquetsand Events
Tickets $100 per person
$200 per couple
$1,000 for reserved table

towns and districts to have a night
to remember.

For information on how to be-
come a Corporate Sponsor or Cor-
porate Donor, please contact Carrie
Nagle at 708-466-1140 or
cendcn@comcast.net.

Please note, we are on Rev Trak

to take donations at

www.fsd157c.org. Please learn

more about the Foundation at
www.ef157c.org

www.facebook.com/
educationfoundation157c.

pleased to provide $157,229.90 for
the 2015-16 school year in grants
for our students.

We so appreciate your support.
If you have not yet had an oppor-
tunity to get involved with the
Education Foundation, please con-
sider doing so. Please use the con-
tact information above to learn
more.

It is going to be a pleasure to
enjoy an evening with you on
March 3.

Warmly,
Gretchen L. Dust
President






