


F ourth grade students at Chelsea 
Intermediate School recently partici-
pated in an Ellis Island experience.  
     Students read the novel “If Your 
Name was Changed at Ellis Island” 
and the activity was the culmination 
of their studies.   

Chelsea students recreate Ellis Island experience 
     Students role-played immigrants 
who came through Ellis Island from 
other countries while several staff 
members acted as the government offi-
cials.   

     Students were encouraged to dress 
up as immigrants and to carry suitcases 

or bags. They 
went through 
inspections 
and saw the 
doctor before 
getting their 
passports 
stamped and/or 
going for fur-
ther examina-
tions or intelli-
gence tests.  
The activity 
was intended 
to help stu-
dents experience what the immigrants 
at Ellis Island actually went through. 
 

Grand Prairie students demonstrate respect 

G rand Prairie Elementary 
School’s first and second grade stu-
dents have been learning about re-
spect as part of the school’s charac-

ter education program, Character 
Counts.  All first and second grad-
ers were asked to vote for the per-
son displaying the most respect in 
their class. 
     First graders who were the win-
ners for respect included Lily 
Cooke, Jimmy Maheras, Tony 
Frachalla, Sami Hussein, Meg 
McGlome, Emmie Burdelik, Carter 
Layman, Emily Butowski, Sophia 
Mazurek, Hannah Levy and Cullen 
Hicks. 
     Second graders who were 
elected by their classmates for re-
spect included Abigail McCreary, 
Gabby Malic, Max Adams, Braelyn 

Binkowski, Lauren Dauber, Emma 
Bouck, Paige Mance, Jack 
Bortschellar, Claire Podlesak, Mi-
chael Clarkin and Adam Zajac. 

Chelsea fourth grader Michael Herlihy gets 
examined  by Assistant Principal Lisa Scolaro 

acting as the doctor 

Chelsea students complete their citizenship 
tests during the Ellis Island recreation 

Superintendent Tom Hurlburt is in charge of 
the detaining room for immigrants during the 

school recreation of the Ellis Island experience 

Chelsea Principal Kristin Simpkins and parent 
volunteer Steve Hussey perform the legal  

exams of students Erica Berg  
and Brianna Albarado  

Fourth graders Aiden Hackett and Madison 
Esposito wore their best hats and carried their 

passports during the Ellis Island event 

Students Allyson Suda and 
Ben Craft dressed as immi-
grants coming to America 

First grade student winners for respect 

Second grade student winners for respect 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW “VIRTUAL BACKPACK” 

O ur district has recently imple-
mented a new “going green” virtual 
backpack link on our website.  It lists 
information, flyers, posters and some 
media from district schools and          
approved non-profit organizations, inter-
governmental agencies and business 
partners.   
     Instead of sending this information 
through the students’ backpacks, this 
information is now posted on the virtual 
backpack page of the website. 
     Superintendent Tom Hurlburt  stated, 
“As a district we are always looking for 
ways to conserve on paper as well as cut 
back on the number of flyers being sent 
home with kids.”   

         If you haven't had an 
opportunity to check out the 
district website lately, please 
do so.  In addition to finding 
out all about our school dis-
trict, the website has quick 
links to each individual 
school, the community, dis-
trict finances, district and 
school calendars, district and 
school forms and newsletters, 
district staff directory, em-
ployment opportunities and 
media and resources.  For 
parents it also offers the Power School 
student information system and a     
secure online payment service powered 
by RevTrak   

Hickory Creek students participate in geography bee 
T he first round of the National Geo-
graphic Bee was held for Hickory Creek 
Middle School students recently.  The school 
winner was eighth grader Nelson Eisenmann 
who has qualified to participate each year 
since sixth grade.   
     Along with winner Nelson Eisenmann, top 
scorers who qualified to participate include 
eighth graders Vilius Cerniakovas, Paul 
Loeffel and Ryan O’Shea; seventh graders 
Kari Johnston, Brianna McKenna and Chloe 
Summer; and sixth graders Grace Juracka, 
Kaylee Williams and Kyndall Wallace. 
     Sponsored by the National Geographic 
Society, the event is held for students in 
fourth through eighth grades in thousands of 
schools across the United States, the five 
U.S. territories and Department of Defense 
Dependents Schools around the world. 

     The Hickory 
Creek Middle School 
winner will advance 
to the next level of 
competition, a written 
examination to deter-
mine the state winner.  
All school winners 
are eligible to win the 
national champion-
ship and its first 
prize, a $25,000 col-
lege scholarship at 
the national competi-
tion in May in Wash-
ington, D.C.   
     The Hickory 
Creek Middle School 
teacher sponsor for 
this program is Linda Thompson.   

Hickory Creek Middle School top scorers who qualified to participate in the 
geography bee (l-r front) 7th graders Kari Johnston, Brianna McKenna and 

Chloe Summer, 6th graders Grace Juracka, Kaylee Williams and Kyndall 
Wallace.  (l-r back) 8th graders Vilius Cerniakovas, winner Nelson Eisen-

mann, Paul Loeffel and Ryan O'Shea 

DARE graduation for fifth graders 
C helsea fifth grade students graduated 
from the Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
(D.A.R.E.) program.  Frankfort Chief of 
Police Robert Piscia, Sargeant Kevin 
Keegan, Commanders Robert Krause and 
John Burica and Officers Michael Pazera, 

Donald Walsh and Leanne Bender were on 
hand to congratulate the 291 graduates.  
     All graduates’ names were read and 
each student was presented with a certifi-
cate of achievement and gift certificates 
sponsored by the Frankfort Chamber of 
Commerce.    
     The following students were honored as 
classroom essay contest winners.  Kristen 
Ferracuti, Kelli Arseneau, Abbey Grybas, 
Ryan Siggins, Carolyn Kinney, Sabrina 
Dobrovits, Collin Thibault, Dylan Murphy, 
Claire Fries, Riley Clarey, Camden 
Esposito and Meghan Hussey.  Kelli Arse-
neau read her essay to the audience.   
     Each student received a D.A.R.E. T-
shirt purchased by the Family School Part-

Chief Piscia congratulates Julianna Simon 

Special thanks to the Frankfort Police Department.   
(l-r) Sargeant Kevin Keegan, Commander Robert 
Krause, Officer Michael Pazera, Officer Donald 

Walsh, Officer Leanne Bender, Chief Robert Piscia, 
and Commander John Burica 

nership organization.   
     Following the graduation ceremony, the 
Frankfort Police Department sponsored a 
pizza party for the students.   
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The Learning Connection Newsletter        

Our students continue to help others   

  GRAND PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  •  CHELSEA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL  •  HICKORY CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL 

FRANKFORT SCHOOL DISTRICT 157-C 

A message to   
District families from 
your Superintendent 

 
~ 
 

We so appreciate our 
community’s support 
of the many charitable 
efforts of our students.  
They could not be  
successful without your 
help. Thank you so 
very much! These pro-
grams give the students 
a sense of accomplish-
ment and coordinate 
with our “Character 
Counts” character 
education program. 
 
Please save the date for 
our Education Founda-
tion’s annual Dinner 
Auction to be held on 
April 23.  Please see the 
Foundation newsletter 
insert inside this publi-
cation. The Foundation 
Board is planning a 
wonderful evening. 
Don’t miss this fantas-
tic event to benefit our 
students! 
 
As always, we invite 
you to visit our schools 
during our community 
events.  The students 
are excited when you 
come to see the results 
of their efforts. 
 
Special thanks for your 
continued cooperation 
in working with us to 
best serve the children.  
As always, if you have 
any questions, please 
call the District  Office 
at 815-469-5922. 
 
 

Thomas A. Hurlburt 
 

W e’re proud of our students for 
providing valuable services to others 
through a number of humanitarian 
programs. Their service projects are 
never more evident than right before 
winter break.  The month of Decem-
ber highlighted the Character 
Counts character education pro-
gram’s pillar of “caring” by asking 
students to be compassionate and 
show that they care. We saw many 
caring efforts by the students taking 
place in the halls and classrooms at 
each school.   
     At Grand Prairie, a major  effort 
was the collecting and mailing of 62 
care packages to soldiers serving 
overseas. It was coordinated by 
teachers Becky Cleveland and Caro-
lyn Stanek who have sons serving in 
the military.  A letter recently came 
to school from First Lieutenant 
Tony Fatula, stating “Thank you for 
sending the wonderful care pack-
ages to my men and I.  We all 
shared the packages and really en-
joyed everything that was inside of 
them. It was nice to know that peo-
ple back in the states take the time 
and effort in sending these packages 

during a busy 
holiday sea-
son.”  Stu-
dents also  
collected 
stamps for the 
Illinois Audu-
bon Society 
and books    
for  children. 
     Chelsea 
students 
showed their 
caring by 
donating over 
1000 toys for 
Children's 
Memorial and Hope Hospitals. They 
held the toy drive in memory of 
former fifth grade student Sean 
Duggan.  Several staff members 
loaded up their vehicles and drove 
the packages to the hospitals for ill 
children just in time for the holiday 
season. Chelsea also collected pop 
tops to benefit the Ronald McDon-
ald House, recycled old tennis shoes 
to make playground track and 
mulch, participated in Angel Pro-
jects for families in need and sent 
packages to soldiers in Afghanistan.   

     Students at 
Hickory Creek did 
their part by be-
coming Santa’s 
helpers for needy 
children. Sixth 
grade teacher 
Renée Grady co-
ordinates this an-
nually through the 
Direct Effect 
Charities of Chi-
cago Letters to 
Santa Program. 

The program forwards schools and 
organizations letters that needy chil-
dren write to Santa and encourages 
them to grant children’s wishes. 
Needy children from the Cesar E. 
Chavez Multicultural Academic 
Center in Chicago were the recipi-
ents.  Students also sent packages to 
soldiers and raised funds for the 
Honor Flight program for veterans.  
Builders Club and Student Council 
members brought presents and 
spread holiday cheer to ill children 
at Silver Cross Hospital and played 
Bingo and sang songs with nursing 
home residents at Frankfort Terrace. 
     Many Frankfort families, busi-
nesses, school staff and the commu-
nity overwhelmingly support these 
charitable efforts by the students.  
We thank them for their participa-
tion and for serving as role models 
of good character. These projects 
not only benefit others, but also en-
able our students to develop practi-
cal leadership skills that will help 
them become our leaders of tomor-
row. 

A Tradition  
of Excellence 

Winter 2010 

As Santa’s helpers, Hickory Creek Middle School sixth graders finish 
loading the truck with holiday gifts for children in Chicago 

Chelsea students collected 1000 toys for needy children this year 
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                       FRANKFORT SCHOOL DISTRICT 157-C 
MISSION  
STATEMENT 
 
The mission of District  
157-C is to prepare all 
students to be confident,  
life-long learners and  
productive citizens by 
challenging them to reach 
their fullest potential and  
by providing a quality 
educational environment 
 in partnership with  
family and community 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
February 15 
President’s Day, No School 
Board of Education meeting 
 
February 26 
Teacher Institute, No School  
 
March 1 
Pulaski Day, No School 
 
March 15 
Board of Education meeting 
 
April 1 
School Improvement Day 
Early Dismissal 
 
April 2-9 Spring Break 
No School 
 
April 15 
Kindergarten registration  
Grand Prairie Elementary 
8:30-11:30 AM & 1:00-3:30 PM 
 

Enrichment program brings local history to life 

C helsea fourth grade stu-
dents in the Everest gifted 
program took a trip back in 
time recently when they vis-
ited the Frankfort Historical 
Society Museum. The students 
wanted to learn about their 
own community like the char-
acters in the novel that they 
are reading, "The View from 
Saturday."   
     Students learned about the 
town of Frankfort from Execu-
tive Director for the Frankfort 
Historical Society, Mrs. Judy 
Herder. They participated in a 
museum treasure hunt using 
clues to look for an old time 
popcorn machine, antique 
camera, washing machine, 
sewing machine, ice skates 
and other items.  After touring 
the museum, they took a bus 
tour to see several landmark 
buildings in Frankfort. Their 

teacher, Mrs. Linda Thomp-
son, acted as tour guide to 
point out a former creamery, 
the original grainery, the old 
water tower, the old Frankfort 
Bank and the Frankfort Green. 
Students plan to learn more 
about the community's his-
tory.   

The Frankfort Area Historical 
Society was incorporated April 
12, 1973 to create a repository 
of information about Frank-
fort’s past.  The Museum, once 
a livery stable, was bought by 
Johnson Folkers, who came 
from Germany in 1849.  It is 
located at 132 Kansas Street.   

Fourth graders and teacher Linda Thompson are captivated by old  
photos of former students from the Frankfort School District  
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